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It is a great opportunity and experience being a JTS volunteer, JTS has helped me a lot
and | have learned many things; | have learned also about the indigenous people and the
Koreans,

Working in the office is my main job during the days when there is no class. My favorite
part is pasting the receipts. It might be a bit tiring but it is also enjoyable. It is one of my
ways of helping others. It is also fun talking once in a while with my Korean and Filipino
workmates,

Visiting projects and joining peace camps are the most adventurous activities. It is like an
adventure in every step to reach the places where the camps and projects are. | would
sweat when | arrive. But there are also places that do not need to be reached barefoot, It
is always an enjoyable experience walking to the top even if I'm tired or sweating,
because my favorite part of the mountain is at the very top or almost at its top. It is always
a good view to see the neighboring mountains and the fields below. It is during project
visits and peace camps where | get the chances to go to the mountains and watch the
beautiful views,

One of my favorite project areas is in Barangay Songco, Lantapan. You can reach the
place by car. When | went there, | discovered that there were many artists or aspiring
artists living there. | saw various art forms like, carving, dancing, singing, playing
instrumental music, sketching, drawing and painting, which | was interested the most. And
everything they did is to keep their culture alive.

For peace camps, one of my favorite sites is the one in Kalasuyan, Libona. | enjoyed
making soil blocks using a molder with two pieces of sack. The procedure was like this: fill
the molder with soil mixed with cogon grass, then smash it with a wooden mortar, add soll,
smash it again, repeat the procedure, until the molder is full. Looking at the finished
product was wonderful. Cutting the cogon grass was also fun, Carrying the soil in a sack to
the school area, which was to be leveled, was challenging. The sack was heavy, but it felt
much lighter when a Korean student helped me carry it. Other volunteers also helped me
carry sacks of soil to the area. Everyone was helping and working. | felt good knowing that
all have something to do together with the others,

| remember the walk to Alawon last December. Before everyone started walking, | was so
scared. | heard a lot about the leeches and | thought about being bitten by one. But after
marching a long way with the others and reaching the bridge, | was thankful that nothing
happened. My mother told me that they will only come out when it is raining. But in a short
time | forgot about the leeches. After the ceremony, we returned to our way. | was half—
running. | stopped to catch my breath every time | grew tired, But it wouldn't take three
minutes when | stopped again because the road was a bit sloping going up. | wasn’t
thinking of getting lost for there was only one way going out. In the end, | was so wet,
tired, and out of breath. There was no one with me. It was like getting lost in the desert.
This was the most challenging experience | ever had.

There are also other places where | had good experience,

| am thankful that | joined JTS. It is an enjoyable, challenging and adventurous experience.

Join Together Socity 2|7t 87| 6= 0I2CH M
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